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An Evening of Greatness with Hoosier Sports Heroes 
Former Colts Head Coach Tony Dungy and Groundbreaking IU Football Star 

George Taliaferro to Share Spotlight with Student-Athletes 
 
Carmel, IN – February  25, 2010 - Indiana sports heroes of yesterday and today will 
receive top honors at the fifth annual Thomas A. Brady, M.D. Sports Achievement 
Awards, scheduled for April 29th at 7 p.m. at the Indiana Roof Ballroom in downtown 
Indianapolis. 
 
The event, established by the Methodist Sports Medicine Research and Education 
Foundation in partnership with Clarian Human Motion, will honor four Indiana high 
school and college student-athletes that have overcome injury or hardship.  
 
In addition, the Indiana High School Athletic Association (IHSAA) will select Hoosier 
scholar-athletes and recognize them for their academic accomplishments and hard work 
and dedication within their chosen sport.  
 
To conclude the award presentation, two Indiana sports legends will be recognized for 
their long-time professional accomplishments within the field of athletics.  This year’s 
Lifetime Achievement Award recipients are former Indianapolis Colts head coach Tony 
Dungy, who became the first African American head coach to win the Super Bowl in 
2007, and George Taliaferro, an Indiana University football player who was the first 
African American player drafted by a National Football League team in 1949.  
 
During his 13-year coaching stint in the NFL, Dungy took 11 teams into the playoffs. In 
2006 Dungy’s Colts opened 9-0, earned a perfect home record, captured a fourth 
consecutive division championship and won four playoff games in earning the Super 
Bowl XLI crown. He joined the Colts after being the most successful head coach in 
Tampa Bay history.  
 
In 2007, Dungy co-wrote (with Nathan Whitaker) the book, Quiet Strength: The 
Principals, Practices and Priorities of a Winning Life. The book reached the New York 
Times Best Seller List (non-fiction), remaining at the top of the list for two weeks, while 
remaining on the list for 37 weeks, including 25 weeks in the top ten. 
 
 



In 2009, after producing the Colts seventh consecutive season with 10+ victories, 
Dungy announced his retirement as an NFL head coach. He currently appears as an 
NFL television analyst on NBC’s Football Night In America, and remains active in many 
community and charitable organizations including All-Pro Dad, a family based 
organization. 
 
Dungy will also serve as keynote speaker for the event.  
 
Taliaferro, an All-American halfback and quarterback, led Indiana to its only undefeated 
Big Ten Conference Championship in the late 1940s. He was picked by the Chicago 
Bears in the 1949 NFL draft, but chose to play instead with the Los Angeles Dons of the 
All-American Football Conference. He later moved to the NFL, where he played with the 
New York Yanks, Dallas Texans, Baltimore Colts and Philadelphia Eagles. He was 
inducted into the College Football Hall of Fame in 1981. 
 
 
Proceeds from the event and event silent and live auctions will help to support the 
Methodist Sports Medicine Research and Education Foundation. 
 
For more information call (317) 817-1258 or go on-line at 
www.methodistsports.com/aboutus/events.html. 
 
About the Thomas A. Brady, M.D. Lifetime Achievement Award 
 
The Thomas A. Brady, M.D. Lifetime Achievement Award recognizes individuals with 
Indiana ties that have made outstanding contributions in the field of athletics. Dr. Brady, 
recognized as the “father” of sports medicine in Central Indiana, established a walk-in 
clinic in the basement of Methodist Hospital which ultimately became Methodist Sports 
Medicine / The Orthopedic Specialists. Over 25 years later, this practice is recognized as 
a leader in the care and treatment of athletes and non-athletes with musculoskeletal 
injuries and conditions. 
 
About Methodist Sports Medicine Research and Education Foundation 
 
The Methodist Sports Medicine Research and Education Foundation is a not-for-profit 
organization established to support and enhance the research, medical education, 
outreach and care undertaken by the Methodist Sports Medicine / The Orthopedic 
Specialists. 
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